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VAIN MR VO-VRQP-V NOME ERYTHROXYLON COCA 


FORMULA.—Viw Martant is the concentrated extractive of the leaf of Ervrmroxyion Coca, and an excellent 4 
special quality of Bordeaux Wine; each bottle containing the medicinal properties of two ounces of the fresh, selected j 
leaves, equal to thirty grains to a wineglassful. 

DOSE.—Usua! dose is one wineglassful about half an hour before, or smmediately after, each meal; for children, 
half the quantity. 

A cineaienalal taken on rising in the morning relieves uneasiness of the stomach, and removes the faintness to 
which many persons are subject. 


We have correspondence from many physicians who have prescribed the“ VIN MARLANI,” recom- 
mending it in the treatment of 














Anemia, Riliousness, Pulmonary Troubles, 
Chloro-Anemia, Dyspepsia, Difficult Convalescence, 
Gastralgia, Consumption, Obesity, 
Weakness of the Vocal Cords, HWuskiness of the Voice, Lymphatism and Scrofula, 
Laryngeal Granulations, General Debility, Profound Depression 
Asthma, Sequele of Child-Rirth, of the Economy, 


Impoverishment of the Blood and Malarial Complaints. 
“Vow Martant’ nourishes, strengthess, sustains and refreshes: it bas been prescribed throngtout Europe since 1863, and is now pronounced by 
prominent phrsiciags as the most agreeable and efficacious of all tonics and stimulants, is very palatable and berne by the most enfeebled stomach 
where everything else fails. 
We appeal to the medical profession of America to give the ‘Vin Mariani” a fair trial by their own personal testing in their practice, being 
opfident that it will then obtain the eame good reputation in medical therapeutics bere that it has in Europe. 
*Vi~ Mantanr’ is well adapted for chitdren and persons in delicate health and for convalescents, as it sustains life for a long period and nourishes 
without any other food or drink, and above all, having that creat advantage and superiority over ciochons, iron, and other so called tonics. that it 
ssentially strengthens, and may be ‘taken for any length of t me, without any fear of inflammation or injury to the gastric juices, and never causing 
onstipation, om the eontrary, aids digestion and assimilation, removing fatigue and improving the appetite. 
. “ VIn MaRIANi” is caretuliy prepared and bottled under the 
immediate supervision of M. Mariani, at the Paris Laboratory, and 
is never sold in bulk; each bottle is guaranteed, and as a guard 
against imitations and adulterations, is capsuled and sealed as rep- 
resented by the annexed cut. 

To be had at all first-class Druggists, or from us direct, in orig- 
inal cases containing one dozen bottles. 

On application we will mail, free of expense, to any physician, 
the most complete and interesting essay and treatise on *‘ Ery- 
THROXYLON Coca” and “ Vin Mariani,” specially translated 
from the French, with notes and opinions of such men as AMonardes, 
Acosta, Linnaeus, Unanue, Julian, Wedell, Boerhaave, Fuentes, 
Littre, Robin, Schwailk,Gazeau, Reveil, Gubler, G. See, Dechamibre, 
Niemann, Wochler, Rabuteau, Pean, Barth, Cabrol, Congueret, 
Fauvel, and others. 


MARIANI & CO., 
19S Bast 1Sth Street, NWew “York. 
PARIS, 41 Bd. Haussmann, 41. 


TERMS, $3.00 A YEAR, POSTAGE PAID. ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY, 


{Entered at the Post-office at Louisville, Ky. as second-class matter. 
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BEEF PEPTONOIDS 


THE ONLY PERFECT FOOD EVER PRODUCED. 





THe NurriTivE CONSTITUENTS OF BEEF AND MILK WITH GLUTEN. 


Each Ounce of Powder represents Ten Ounces of Beef, Wheat, and Milk. 


ist BEEF PEPTONOIDS, as now prepared, is both fleasant to the taste and 
to the smell. 


2d. There is no food-preparation that compares with it in nutritive properties. 

3d. It contains over ninety-eight per cent of nutritious matter. 

4th. One ounce of BEEF PEPTONOIDS contains more nourishment than five 
pints of beef tea prepared from eighty ounces of beef. 

5th. BEEF PEPTONOIDS is the only preparation, rich in nitrogenous matter, 
that is pleasant to the taste. 

6th. It has the advantage of being easily and quickly prepared for use. 





BEEF PEPTONOIDS 


CHOLERA INFANTUM 


will be found superior to all foods. Ten per cent of the Beef is peptonized, 
which is sufficient to stimulate natural digestion. 











“Beef Peptonoids is by far the most nutritious and concentrated food I have ever met with. Indeed a 
a palatable and assimilable and in every way acceptable article of food, containing nearly seventy per cent 
of purely nutritive nitrogenous material, has never before, to my knowledge, been offered to the Medical 
Profession or to the public.” Pror. JOHN ATTFIELD, London. 


“Beef Peptonoids has an extremely high nutritive value. It is easily digested, and is a valuable nutri- 
tive food for invalids and convalescents. Its odor and flavor surpass any preparation of meat ever examined 
by me. It merits my fullest indorsement.” Dr. STUTZER, Sonn, Germany, 

Director of the Imperial Chemical Laboratory for Rhenish Prussia. 


“Beef Peptonoids is the most concentrated nitrogenous food I] have ever examined. It is a complete 
food, consisting of ninety-five per cent of assimilable solids of the most nutritious character.” 
Pror. C. R. C. TICHBORNE, Duédlin, Ireland, 
Professor Chemistry Carmichael College of Medicine, Fellow of the Institute of Chemistry, 
President Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, etc. 








Price, in fourounce packages, $1; also, for convenience and economy, we put up 
Beer Pepronoips in sixteen-ounce tins, which will be sent to any physician’s address, 
post-paid, on receipt of $2.50. Sample mailed on application. 

Thanking the profession for generous support in the past, we remain, 


Very respectfully, 


Reep & Carnricx, New York. 
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UMBILIOAL HEMORRHAGE.” 


BY JULIA INGRAM, M.D. 


In presenting this paper, I wish simply 
to show my willingness to comply with any 
demands made by the Society, and also my 
appreciation of the many advantages de- 
rivable from membership here. My limited 
experience can furnish little of interest to 
physicians aged in practice. Neither can I 
hope that later instruction can add to the 
knowledge of members of the profession 
so keenly alive to the advancement and 
needs of the times as those composing this 
Society. 

The subject of umbilical hemorrhage is 
one on which, as yet, the physician is much 
at sea. Its intractability and its generally 
fatal result render it a much dreaded, as 
well as an interesting disease. In order to 
bring the subject before you, I shall report 
some cases which have come under my 
notice, and I hope, from remarks elicited 
by my paper, to gain instead of imparting 
information. 

The first case that I shall mention, is re- 
called from memory: labor slow; delivery 
instrumental. ‘There was a slight abrasion 
made by the forceps on the inferior maxil- 
ary. During the ensuing night there was 
some hemorrhage from this abrasion and 
from the cord, which according to the rule 
of the hospital was not litigated. The 
hemorrhage ceased during the next day. 
The fourth and fifth days there was hemor- 
rhage at the base of the cord, which was 
detached on the night of the fifth, The 
hemorrhage still continued from the umbili- 
cus, and there was slight hemorrhage from 
the bowels. Compression, tannic acid, 


*Read before the Louisville Medical Society, July 31, 


1884, 
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Monsel’s solution, and needles were success- 
ively used without material influence. The 
child died on the seventh day. No autopsy. 
While in charge of the maternity Depart- 
ment of the N. E. Hospital three cases 
occurred in unusually rapid succession. 
Case 1. Primipara, age twenty-five years, 
Labor began at 5 P. M., October 13, 1882. 
Child expelled 7.45 Pp. M. A short, easy 
labor; no hemorrhage. Child, a_ male, 
weight nine pounds; seems strong and 
healthy. Nothing abnormal noticed until 
the morning of the third day, when a fluc- 
tuating tumor became perceptible on the 
posterior upper border of each parietal bone. 
October 17th. The tumors have _in- 
creased in size. The larger one, that on 
the right, measures eleven centimeters in the 
longer diameter, and seven centimeters in 
the shorter. ‘The mouth shows great con- 
gestion, especially at the back part of the 
hard palate, and the blood oozes from the 
surface in the act of sucking. Spots of 
extravasated blood are seen on the under 
part of the jaw, and about the inner mal- 
leoli. 
October 18th. The hemorrhage still con- 


tinues. There is bleeding from the umbili- 


cus, and blood in the evacuation, 


BR. Tr. Ferri chlor, . . 2 121+ « . 086 
Acid sulph. (dil), . ..... . O12 
M. To be given every four hours. 


Tannic acid applied to the umbilicus having 
failed to stop the bleeding, ferri subsulphat. 
is applied under a compress. The child 
still continues to eat when fed, but is not al- 
lowed to nurse on account of the pain and 
flow of blood from the buccal cavity. The 
bleeding from the bowels and umbilicus still 
continues. Faint lines of congestion are 
seen at the margin of the nails. A decided 
icteroid hue has appeared. 

October 19th. Child died atz3 a.m. No 
post-mortem. 
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Case 11. Primipara, age seventeen years. 
Labor began October 13th, 11 Pp. M. Child 
born October 14th, 8.30 a. M. No hemor- 
rhage. Child a male, weight eight pounds. 

October 15th. Baby’s left eve is con- 
gested, there is some pus. Treated with zinc 
sulph. 0.25-30. 

October 17th. ‘The eye is still congested. 
The baby does not nurse well and has little 
desire for food. 

October 18th. Stump of cord separated 
to-day. 

October 24th. There is slight bleeding 
at the umbilicus. ‘Tannic acid was applied, 
and compression used. 

October 25th. ‘There is still some bleed- 
ing. The application of yesterday is re- 


peated. Baby nurses well. The bleeding 
continues. Ext. ergote fl. 1.20 given per 
rectum. 


October 26th. Dose of ergot repeated at 
midnight. It was not retained, and in 
one half hour was again repeated. Another 
injection was given at 6 A. M., to be repeated 
every six hours. Compresses were changed 
at intervals of two hours during the night. 
They were saturated with blood. Spirits 
turpentine was applied to the umbilicus on 
absorbent cotton. Compression is con- 
stantly kept up. ‘There is a marked icte- 
roid hue. 

October 27th. The baby does not nurse 
well. Injections per rectum of milk and 
brandy are ordered to be given alternately 
every fifteen minutes. The finger is held 
on the umbilicus constantly to exert com- 
pression. 

October 28th., Baby died this a. M. 
During the night it vomited blood four 
times, and during the morning three times. 
Nothing but brandy was retained in the 
bowels. , 

October 29th. Post-mortem. Tissues and 
organs very anemic. The heart of nor- 
mal size, but the right ventricle very small. 
No septum between the auricles. Two 
stomachs were found. The first of nor- 
mal size; the second smaller, but other- 
wise the exact counterpart of the larger. 
Both were filled with a dark liquid which 
appeared to be deorganized blood. The 
other organs were apparently normal. 

Case 11. Primipara, aged twenty-five. 
Labor began October 22d,5 P.M. Child ex- 
pelled October 23d, 6 a. mM. Labor nor- 
mal. Hemorrhage not excessive. The 
child, a male, unusually large and well de- 
veloped. Weight, ten pounds. The head 
greatly moulded. 


October 25th. The child has a peculiar, 
whining cry. The left side of the face is 
partially ‘paralyzed. It nurses well. 

October 27th. There is slight umbilical 
hemorrhage, and some redness at the base 
of the cord. The paralysis of the face is 
more marked. 

October 28th. The stump of the cord 
detached. ‘There is still some hemorrhage. 

October 29th. Child had two convul- 
sions during the night. The anterior fon- 
tanelle isslightly bulged. ‘The hemorrhage 
from the umbilicus still continues. The 
child eats when fed. It is much blanched. 

October zoth. Child died, in convul- 
sions, A. M. ‘The hemorrhage continued 
up to death, in spite of compresses and styp- 
tics. No post-mortem. 

So many cases occurring in so short a 
time, and in the same ward, gave rise to 
close and careful scrutiny of all surround- 
ings and possible mechanical causes bear- 
ing upon them. Nothing could be dis: 
covered in the sanitary condition or nur- 
sing that could even indirectly influence 
such a result. One case of lacerated per- 
ineum, operated on and placed in the 
same ward, healed perfectly by first inten- 
tion, showing that there could scarcely be 
any very unfavorable sanitary condition. 

The mothers of these infants were primi- 
para, and all made rapid recovery. They 
gave good family history. No trace of 
hemorrhagic diathesis could be found. 
Their condition during pregnancy was 
good. 

In two of the four cases, icterus ap- 
peared after hemorrhage began. In one 
case there was rather obstinate constipation. 
In three cases the bleeding began before 
the complete detachment of the cord. In 
the case of post-mortem nothing abnormal 
was discovered about the liver. In no case 
was there any tendency to the formation of 
aclot. Some of the blood caught and ex- 
posed to the air showed no coagulum. 
These cases were all male infants. 

Hemorrhage from the umbilicus may oc- 
cur either before or after the natural sepa- 
ration of the funis. If before, it usually 
arises from accidental and violent separation 
of the cord, or improper ligature. If it 
occur at the time or after the separation of 
the cord, it is a more serious, and in the 
majority of cases a fatal malady. Cases 
have been reported where, when the cord 
had separated, the blood-vessels had failed 
to close, and alarming and even fatal hem- 
orrhage occurred. In others, the normal 
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contractility of the vessels has been lost in 
consequence of some inflammatory condi- 
tion. Again, abscesses may form here, which, 
on their discharge, are accompanied by 
blood. But far the greater proportion of 
these cases apparently depend on some 
morbid condition of the blood itself, due to 
different causes. In some cases this impov- 
erishment may be traced to syphilitic origin ; 
in others, to improper hygenic conditions 
during gestation. Yet it is not confined to 
puny infants. In these cases reported each 
was over average weight and size. In a 
number of cases which have been reported, 
the mothers gave history of hemorrhagic 
diathesis, shown in menorrhagia, exces- 
sive loss of blood in parturition, or on 
slight injury. Hereditary predisposition is 
quite marked in some cases. Mr. Ray 
reports a case, the third male child of 
the same mother, which had died of hem- 
orrhage from the umbilicus, and speaks 
of one where four male children of the 
same mother had died of this cause. Dr. 
Minot also mentions one case of a woman 
who lost four children, and of another who 
Jost two in this way. Dr. Bowditch reports 
two cases of the same mother. The first, a 
female ; cord fell off the third day; hemor- 
rhage began on the fourteenth. Styptics, 
compresses, etc., were tried ineffectually, 
when harelip needles were used with tempo- 
rary success. On the eighteenth day bleed- 
ing returned, on the nineteenth hemor- 
rhage from the bowels, and on the twentieth 
death occurred. The mother, after being 
delivered of two children having no ten- 
dency to hemorrhage, gave birth to a male 
infant. The cord fell off on the fifth day, 
and on the tenth hemorrhage began. The 
child died on the fourteenth in spite of all 
means, the cautery included. Jaundice oc- 
curred during life, and the liver was found 
much diseased in this case. 

The character of the labor apparently 
has no bearing upon this condition. Short 
and easy labors are as prone to usher in a 
hemorrhagic infant as a long, difficult one. 

Jaundice is one cause given for this hem- 
orrhagic condition. It is claimed that, 
whether due to malformation of the liver or 
icterus neonatorum, it results in an impover- 
ishment of the blood and diminished coagu- 
lability. Dr. Minot mentions that, in three 
or four out of seven cases, the liver pre- 
sented deviations from ordinarily healthy 
appearance. Organic disease of the liver 
has not been seen in the majority of cases, 
and these deviations spoken of by Dr. Minot 
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may be secondary. In the cases whereicterus 
has occurred it is not found oftenest to pre- 
cede but to follow the hemorrhage. May 
not the discoloration of the skin be, at least 
in many cases, hematogenous, and this di- 
minished coagulability be due to other 
causes than a morbid condition of the 
liver. 

I know of no treatment that is relied upon 
for any good, permanent result. Compresses 
of various materials, styptics, needles, and 
actual cautery have been used with tempo- 
rary relief, but with exceptionably perma- 
nent success. 

Theoretically, constitutional treatment of 
the mother during the period of gestation 
would afford best results; but this would ap- 
ply only to cases of hemorrhagic history, and 
I know of no reports of supposed success 
in such cases. 

LOUISVILLE. 


STRANGULATED HERNIA IN BOY-BABY 
OF TEN WEEKS—OPERATION— 
RECOVERY.’ 


BY AP MORGAN VANCE, M.D. 


On April 9, 1884, was called by Dr. John 
G. Cecil to see the child of Mr. D., Oak 
Street. This history was given: 

The baby, just ten weeks old, had suffered 
with what was supposed to have been colic, 
being dosed by the mother for that ailment. 
The child had been very restless during the 
previous night, and that day had neither 
slept, taken food, or passed any thing through 
the bowels. 

It was five o’clock p.m. when I saw him. 
The right side of the scrotum was very 
large and hard, the tumor extending up the 
inguinal region, very tender. The nurse 
reported that this condition had often ex- 
isted, disappearing when the baby was 
quiet. 

Examination showed a large hernia stran- 
gulated, as Dr. Cecil had diagnosed, and 
some gentle taxis was made without effect. 
An operation was proposed and agreed to, 
as the baby was fast growing worse. Dr. 
Cecil gave chloroform, Messrs. Coates and 
Howard Vance assisting. The sac was 
easily reached and completely exposed the 
gut, the contents being visible through its 
transparent walls. It was decided to open 
it; when this was done, to our astonishment 
the cecum, as large as a small orange, with 
the appendix greatly distended, and a good 


*Read before the Louisville Medico-Chirurgical Society. 
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deal of ileum welled up into view, the con- 
tents of partly digested and curdled milk 
being plainly seen through the membrane. 
The constriction was outside of sac, and 
seemed very tight, as no play of gut was 
allowed. 

The hernia knife was carefully introduced, 
guided by the finger, and the opening en- 
larged so as to relieve the “ nip,” when a 
little movement was made to withdraw the 
cecum with the view of relieving it of its 
contents. This brought into sight a bright 
red collar encircling the gut at junction of 
cecum and colon, and three perforations 
discharging feces whenever the part was 
handled, the largest one making a cast of 
feces as large as an ordinary round match. 
Before any thing more could be done the 
little patient succumbed to the chloroform, 
combined with tremendous shock, compell- 
ing us to cease our efforts and call in the 
mother to see her babe breathe its last, whom 
we had wrapped in a warm shawl. 

After fifteen minutes we found it reviving, 
and consultation was called for, to decide 
whether it would be better to open the gut 
and remove contents, or to open the baby 
by enlarging abdominal wound and return 
the whole ‘‘ ex masse.” Dr. W. O. Roberts 
was called as consultant, and before his ar- 
rival the baby was crying lustily and was 
really in better general condition than at the 
beginning, despite the great quantity of intes- 
tine lying outside its belly. It was instantly 
decided to enlarge abdominal wound suffi- 
ciently to return the whole mass, which 
was promptly done by introducing the 
hernia knife and*cutting—Dr. Cecil again 
giving chloroform. ‘The welling around of 
the gut made the cutting downward too 
slow a process. This procedure was with- 
out the slightest hope on the part of any of 
us that any other result than a rapidly fatal 
one would follow, the infant being in such 
condition that we had only time to put one 
stitch in the center of the wound, apply a 
compress and warmly wrap him up, as he 
was again in collapse. 

Dr. Cecil and I remained and applied re- 
storatives for about an hour, when we were 
rewarded by a feeble cry, which encouraged 
us to continued efforts, and to our surprise 
the baby revived, seeming by midnight com- 
paratively bright and comfortable. Still we 
had no hope, and discouraged the parents 
with our dark prognoses. To close the 
report—the baby went right along and got 
well without one bad symptom. The bowels 
acted copiously six hours after operation, 


passing masses of undigested milk and blood 
clots: The wound healed by first intention 
and the child has been perfectly well ever 
since, giving his mother not half the trouble 
he did before the operation. 

Retentive apparatus was applied in shape 
of a soft truss, and for the last month a 
small-pad celluloid spring has been worn, 
pressing over upper angle of wound where 
there seemed to be a slight weakening. 

LovuIsvVILLE, Ky 


THe MAN-EATERS OF THE ARCTIC ExPeE- 
DITION.—The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal makes the following scientific and 
liberal comments upon the charges of an- 
thropophagy recently brought against the 
survivors of the Greely expedition : 

Physiologically, human flesh is, of course, 
a nitrogenous food, and as such, under the 
same conditions as the flesh of other ani- 
mals, is capable of supporting life. Human 
milk is one of the most perfect aliments 
known. Human blood is transfused into 
the veins of persons exsanguinated, and re- 
stores their strength, otherwise irrevocably 
lost. The taste of human flesh is probably 
not greatly different from that of the other 
mammatia. If we could conceive one be- 
ing fed with it unwittingly, as was Thyestes 
in the ancient myth, he would probably be 
none the worse for it—would possibly rel- 
ish it. 

These remarks are qualified by the fact 
that it is rarely that starving men obtain the 
flesh of the human animal under circum- 
stances which admit of its having any com- 
parison with that of other animals as a 
nutriment. Worn out with toil, wasted by 
hunger, and probably dying of starvation 
or of disease, the flesh is likely, like any 
other diseased flesh, to disagree, and to 
cause digestive disturbance. The excep- 
tional circumstance of a violent death oc- 
curring to a man in fair health would fur- 
nish a food, probably nutritious, and cer- 
tainly, as we believe, quite legitimate when 
the sole means of prolonging life. Even a 
natural death from certain forms of disease, 
as, for instance, cerebral hemorrhage, would 
probably not materially injure the body for 
purposes of food. The bleeding of a 
slaughtered animal, while in accordance 
with the ancient Mosaic ritual and with 
modern custom, for the purpose of whiten- 














ing the meat, improving its flavor, and en- 
hancing its period of preservation (Pavy, 
Food and Dietetics, page 149), is not abso- 
lutely essential, and its neglect in the case 
of disease supposed, especially in an arctic 
climate, would probably cause no serjous ill 
effects. Other causes of death, such as 
septic diseases, those involving fever, tuber- 
culosis, and the like, would doubtless sub- 
ject the consumer to grave risks. 

It is to be wished that those who by such 
terrible experience of hardship have been 
brought to the dreadful necessity of sub- 
sisting upon the flesh of their dead fellow- 
men could feel assured of popular sympa- 
thy and pity, and that, inasmuch as publicity 
has been given to the unfortunate facts, we 
might have such results of their sad expe- 
riences as may be of physiological value. 

It must be borne in mind that the Greely 
party when found, and probably for months 
before, were none of them in a normal con- 
dition of body or mind ; that famine brings 
the strong man low down in the animal 
scale; that under its influence the powers 
of the mind are progressively suspended, 
those being first suspended which are the 
most recent products of civilization—among 
them the sense of moral obligation and of 
decency ; that “the normal highest level of 
evolution, the topmost layer” (to use Hugh- 
lings Jackson’s phraseology), is rendered 
“functionless’’ under the ‘‘ dissolution” 
which prolonged want of food occasions; 
that individuals from hunger and anemia 
and emaciation eventually reach a level 
where the automatic and instinctive im- 
pulses are every thing, and the voluntary 
are nothing; that, in fact, there is a lower 
stage of evolution where, to use a homely 
phrase, “ dog can eat dog,” are truths with 
which physiologists are familiar. 

Far, then, from wondering that anthro- 
pophagy occurred among the dismal expe- 
riences at Cape Sabine, we should look 
upon it as one of the most natural things 
that could happen under the circumstances, 
and the necessity of the situation and the 
deplorable physical and mental condition 
of the men should be a sufficient justifica- 
tion of the act. 


PROFESSIONAL LIPOMA OF PROSTITUTES. 
The following remarkable report is found in 
the London Medical Record, taken from 
the Russkaia Meditzina, No. 13. 1884. Dr. 
Preis, of the Charkov Hospital for Venereal 
Women describes what he calls “dpoma 
diffuso-circumscriptum professionale,” to the 
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existence of which in prostitutes his at- 
tention was first called by Dr. Porai-Koshitz 
of Charkov. The tumor was present in 
one hundred and forty-five out of two hun- 
dred and seventeen prostitutes living in 
Charkov brothels, and is invariably situated 
in the region of the sixth and seventh cer- 
vical vertebra, its growth always starting 
from the spot exactly over the spinous pro- 
cess of the vertebra prominens. Its size 
varies from that of a nut to that of a large 
apple, the diameter of its base varying be- 
tween two to twelve centimeters. Its shape 
is hemispherical or semi-oval, with a flatten- 
ing in the middle. ‘The surface is smooth, 
the skin tense and adherent, sometimes pig- 
mented but otherwise normal. On palpa- 
tion the tumor is somewhat firm, elastic, 
movable, painless. Its development begins 
soon after the woman has entered the pro- 
fession of a prostitute, and proceeds pretty 
rapidly. Dr. Preis thinks that this tumor is 
a lipoma resulting from hypertrophy of the 
fatty tissue.normally present in the situation 
mentioned above, and that its development 
is caused by local mechanical irritation. 
The latter is given in the form of pressure 
to which the spinous process of the seventh 
cervical vertebra is specially subjected dur- 
ing coition, when the woman lies on her 
back with her head flexed, so that the upper 
part of the back and the lower posterior 
part of the neck form an angle, the apex of 
which is the seventh cervical spinous pro- 
cess. In all movements of the pelvis and 
limbs during the sexual act, the body’s 
weight rests upon this region. Hence tall 
and well-nourished prostitutes are more 
liable to the development of professional 
lipoma than shortand meager women. The 
author and Drs. Porai Koshitz and Bellin 
were unable to detect this tumor in non- 
prostitutes. Syphilis seems to have had no 
connection with the development of the 
tumor, since of one hundred and forty-five 
prostitutes possessing the lipoma seventy- 
five never had any venereal disease.— Zhe 
Weekly Medical Review. 


THE crematory now building by the 
United States Cremation Society is well 
under way, and is likely to be popular, as 
several dead bodies are already in waiting 
for its completion in November. It is situ- 
ated in East Williamsburg, N. Y., right be- 
tween two cemeteries, which looks like 
lively competition. ‘The structure is seven- 
ty-four feet long by forty feet wide, and will 
look like a Greek temple, with its facade 
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and return walls ornamented with Corin- 
thian columns. It is to be the latest im- 
provement in crematories. One novelty 
will be dispatch. The body will be placed 
in a catafalque in the chapel, a curtain con- 
cealing it from view. During the services 
it will sink to the furnace without noise, and 
when the services are ended, an urn will be 
found in the catafalque containing the ashes. 
There will be no intimation that any thing is 
going on but the services for the dead. 


Saguinancy.—The following etymological 
treat is dished up by the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal: “A sore troath”’ is 
an ailment of frequent occurrence. The 
transposition of the ¢ and the / in this 
word is almost universal among the Irish. 
The word recalls to us a curious instance 
of the persistence of an obsolete word 
which lately came under our observation. 
A domestic (a Nova-Scotian, we believe) 
spoke of having the sguinancy. No one of 
the family could understand what she meant 
until the head of the household recollected 
the word as being old English, and used by 
Bacon. Squinance, squinancy, squinsy, are 
the successive steps which led to guinsy. 
All, as also the Italian sguinanzia, the Span- 
ish esquinancia, the French esguinancie, have 
a common parent in z»wiyyy (xy dyzw) the 
“ dog-throttling,” that choking which is as 
when one is throttled bya dog. The Latin 
form, cynvanche, has persisted in medicine 
to the present day, as in ‘‘cynanche malig- 
na,” but the cognate English word, squin- 
ancy, has dropped so far out of sight as to 
be at present almost unintelligible, except, 
strange to say, among the farming popula- 
tion of Nova Scotia. 


BLACKMAILING.—A case which has re- 


cently been brought to the notice of the 
public in Philadelphia illustrates the dangers 
to which we are all subject. A physician, 
whose reputation has always been above re- 
proach, was charged by a girl of bad char- 
acter with having used instruments with the 
intent to produce abortion. She consulted 
him concerning a possible pregnancy, and 
he used a speculum, but no other instrument, 
to aid him in making a diagnosis. No 
sickness followed, and she never had any 
symptoms of miscarriage. Having previous- 
ly treated her with success for an illness for 
which he received only thanks, he had the 
less reason to suppose that he was now be- 
ing made the victim of a basely conceived 
blackmailing scheme, the character of which 
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can be easily proven, but which neverthe- 
less subjects him to great annoyance, anx- 
iety, and expense. — Philadelphia Medical 
News. 


CONCERNING THE ArRcTIC Horror.—We 
fail entirely to be horrified at the alleged 
cannibalism that is reported as having oc- 
curred in the Greely party. Men that starve 
must have food, and there can be no viola- 
tion of ethics in eating human flesh under 
such circumstances. As to the shooting of 
Henry, it appears to have been the correct 
thing. His crime was one deserving death, 
and was meted out after due conviction; 
the poor fellows should not be begrudged 
the fresh meat they so obtained. If we 
were to go into the Arctic-hero business, 
cool deliberation at the start would prepare 
us to eat or be eaten, if need be.— Zhe 
Weekly Medical Review. 


Pror. Joun A. Octertony, M. D. — 
When Dr. Parvin removed to Philadelphia 
Dr. Octerlony succeeded to his position as 
one of the editors of The American Practi- 
tioner. Our readers can bear testimony to 
the able manner in which he discharged the 
duties of the place. But the demands of a 
large practice added to the work incident 
to the chair he holds in the University of 
Louisville have obliged him to dissolve his 
connection with the journal. His pen, 
however, will continue to be used in its 
service. Books for review and communi- 
cations in his particular line of work may 
be sent directly to his address, Fourth Ave- 
nue, Louisville, Ky.— American Practitioner. 


THe American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science will meet in Philadel- 
phia, September 4th, and it is expected that 
upward of four hundred of the prominent 
members of the British Association will be 
present, including Professor Fowler, of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, London; Mr. 
Alfred Godson, of Manchester; Mr. Alfred 
C. Haddon, Professor of Zoélogy in the 
Royal College of Science, Dublin; Dr. 
John McKendrick, Professor of Institutes 
of Medicine in the University of Glasgow; 
Mr. H. N. Moseley, Professor of Anatomy 
in the University of Oxford; and Mr. Law- 
son Tait, of Birmingham. 


SurGEON Josepu J. Woopwarp, U.S.A., 
died on the 17th instant, aged fifty-two 
years. Dr. Woodward was an accomplished 
physician and surgeon, and a gentleman of 




















great popularity with the American medical 
profession. His contributions to medical 
literature, and his valuable labors in con- 
nection with the history of the late war and 
the Army Medical Museum, have given 
him a widespread reputation, and his un- 
timely death will be noted with sorrow 
throughout the land. 


One of the comic papers has this para- 
graph: “A patent-medicine manufacturer 
died in New York last week. Before he 
died, his friends asked him how he would 
like to be buried. He had just strength left 
to say: ‘Insert me top column, next to 
reading matter, fifty-two times, electro by 
mail,’ and then he closed his eyes and pass- 
ed away to that bourne where there are no 
omissions and wrong insertions.”—A/edical 
and Surgical Reporter. 


THE Mississippi Valley Medical Society 
will meet in the City of Springfield, IIL, 
September 23, 24, 25, and 26, 1884. Re- 
duced rates of fare may be secured over all 
through lines. Papers have been promised 
from every State in the “Valley.” F. L. 
Matthews, of Springfield, Ill., is chairman 
of the Committee of Arrangements, and G. 
W. Burton, of Mitchell, Ind., Secretary. 


A Sanitary Towe.L.—Dr. Curtis showed, 
at a recent meeting of the Obstetrical So- 
ciety of Boston, an English sanitary towel 
for the use of menstruating women; the 
towel was made of borated cotton, and pro- 
vided with suitable tapes for adjustment. 
These napkins were soft, deodorizing, and 
comfortable, and could be thrown away 
when soiled. 


CHOLERA.—The British steamship “Bra- 
cadaile,” from Calcutta, June 4th, and St. 
Lucia (West Indies), August 16th, is en route 
to New York with reported cholera on 
board. She lost eighteen out of twenty- 
eight cases before reaching St. Lucia, and 
had 651 coolies on board. No apprehen- 
sion is felt regarding this vessel, as the 
health officer at New York is on the look- 
out for her.—Piiladelphia Medical News. 


Tue pulp of the fruit of Strychnos nux- 
vomica contains, to the extent of four or five 
per cent, a new glucoside which we have 
termed loganin, the chemical composition 
and properties of which have been described. 
It has been shown that loganin is contained 
in small quantity in the seeds of Strychnos 
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nux-vomica and in the pharmaceutical pre- 
parations made from them.—Ph/arm. Journ.,. 
and Trans. 


A Liverpoot correspondent of the Lancet 
says, relative to the cholera epidemic of 
1866 in that place, that the spread of the 
infection was caused by a wake being held 
on the body of one of the first victims of 
the disease in a crowded court in one of. 
the poorest streets; there being no law to 
prevent the wake nor to remove the corpse. 


VivisEcTION.—If complete reliance may 
be placed on the conclusions of M. Pasteur’s 
recent work on Rabies, we may indeed 
congratulate scientific vivisection on having 
achieved a position which not only conclu- 
sively establishes its raéson d@étre, but ought 
surely to silence the unreasonable demands 
of the anti-vivisection movement.—Lancet. 


SISULPHATE OF QuININE.— The Drug- 
gists’ Circular states that the United States 
Army Department has this year contracted 
for eight thousand ounces of bisulphate of 
quinine, while up to the present time it has 
bought none of the ordinary sulphate. 


THE next International Medical Congress 
will be held in Washington, the invitation 
of the American Medical Association con- 
veyed through Dr. Billings at Copenhagen 
having been accepted. 


Dr. RousseE.t, of Paris, has constructed 
a new apparatus by which large quantities 
of albuminous fluids may be introduced 
hypodermically in the algid stage of chol- 
era. 


ExcLupiINnG grounds of humani'y, a med- 
ical man is not bound to attend every case 
to which he is summoned, even where a fee 
is tendered.— Lancet. 


M. Paut Bert has proposed in the 
French Chamber a law which compels every 
doctor to report without delay the appear- 
ance of a case of cholera. 


“ ConGEsTION of the right kidney” is the 
diagnosis made by his attending physician 
of an indisposition from which Rev. Henry 
Ward Beecher has been suffering. 


Mr. Ca#sar Hawkins, Sergeant-Surgeon 
to the Queen of England, died July 2oth, 
aged eighty six years. 
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A SLANDER. 





The British Medical Journal of August 
16th notes a case recently tried at the Lin- 
coln County Assizes, in which one medical 
man sought to recover damages from an- 
other who had criticised to his hurt his 
management of acase. The plaintiff was a 
surgeon in good standing, and the defend- 
ant a regular physician, both parties prac- 
ticing in the same place. 

The circumstances of the case, as brought 
to light at the trial, were in substance as 
follows: The surgeon, who was the medical 
officer of a large club, had under treatment 
at various times for several years 2 member 
who was the subject of organic stricture of 
the urethra. Early in the present year the 
gentleman consulted the surgeon, in conse- 
quence of certain urgent symptoms, who, 
after practicing simpler measures of relief, 


advised the patient to retire to the county- 


hospital and submit to an operation for the 
radical cure of his stricture. The gentle- 
man disregarded this advice, but retained 
the surgeon in service, who continued his 
visits for four successive days. On the sth 
the surgeon’s qualified assistant visited the 
patient and found the physician in posses- 
sion of the premises. On the following 
day the patient died of uremic poisoning. 
It is alleged that the physician told the 
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patient’s friends that the surgeon ‘‘ had very 
much crushed and ill-used the man; that 
he had put an instrument into him by 
force ; and that he had injured the neck of 
the bladder.” It was further brought out at 
the trial that the physician and the widow 
of the dead man had made such statements 
to a committee of the club as led them to 
dismiss the surgeon from his post as its 
medical officer. The surgeon requested of 
the physician either a denial of or an apology 
for his damaging utterances, which being 
refused, the suit for slander was brought. 
At the trial no attempt was made by the 
defendant to justify the accusation of mal- 
practice against the surgeon, and several 
surgeons, who came to court prepared to 
give evidence in justification of the plaintiff's 
management of his case were not called to 
the witness-stand. The trial ended in a 
non-suit, the judge ruling that the com- 
munication of the physician to the club, in 
consequence of which the surgeon lost his 
office with about £360 per annum, was 
“privileged.”” “His lordship, however, 
granted an appeal.” 

The very painful predicament of the sur- 
geon, who is thus not only deprived of his 
chief source of income, but is also dam- 
aged professionally in the opinion of the 
people to whom he looks for employment, 
has so wrought upon the sympathies of his 
professional neighbors and friends that they 
have raised a fund by subscription for the 
purpose of paying the expenses of the trial. 

This case, if not mitigated by some cir- 
cumstance which does not appear in the 
account, is remarkable, in that it presents at 
least two most flagrant violations of the 
code of medical ethics, namely: The as- 
sumption of the management of a case by 
a second medical attendant, before the first 
had been formally discharged, and the in- 
dulgence by the latter in the presence of 
the patient’s family and friends in adverse 
criticism of the former treatment of the 
patient. 

Something like the above criticism is 
now and then passed from mouth to mouth in 














private medical circles, or occasionally comes 
to the surface in medical societies or jour- 
nals, with very rarely a parade in the public 
prints; as in the case of those wondrous 
wise critics who, as a result of certain ob- 
servations, taken at telescopic distances, 
made themselves ridiculous by airing in the 
daily papers their animadversions upon the 
management of the case of our late Presi- 
dent; but we do not recall in any of our 
reading, nor have we heard among the un- 
written traditions of medical gossip of a 
physician who ever before had played the 
role of a Mark Anthony over the dead body 
of the patient of some professional rival. 
That the orator would upon such an occa- 
sion have every circumstance in his favor 
for the making of a profound impression, a 
person less shrewd than the far-seeing 
Mark would certainly perceive; for the 
friends and family of the dead, being igno- 
rant of the real issues in the case, and 
despairing over what at the time seems to be 
the direst of calamities, while rebelling 
against Providence or fate because of a 
seeming outrage, are only too ready to 
listen to any suggestion which might serve 
to fix upon the doctor “the deep damnation 
of |the| taking off;’’ but it may be said, to 
the credit of the profession, that scarcely in 
its ranks the world over can be found one 
who would not scorn so mean an ad- 
vantage. 

The case also is peculiar in its legal 
aspects, for since the time when Benj. Rush 
claimed at law (and had his claim allowed) 
ten thousand dollars in damages of William 
Cobbett, because the latter had written in 
controversy that Rush-had given calomel 
enough to load a 74-gun ship, and had drawn 
blood enough to float it, the dockets have 
shown few cases indeed in which doctors 
have asked the courts to indemnify them of 
losses sustained through scandal. The wise 
will agree that it were better so since money 
can never repair a real damage to reputa- 
tion, and if it could the legal difficulties in 
the way of obtaining it are well-nigh insup- 
arable. 
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The ruling of the judge in the above case, 
that the damaging statement made by the 
defendant to the officers of the club was 
‘* privileged,” is either too technical for our 
comprehension or much out of equity. Did 
his lordship mean to say that any physician 
in England, who might covet a place of 
profit held by a professional brother, is by 
law privileged to so damage the reputation 
of the incumbent before those who may 
have the office at their disposal as to lead 
them to dismiss him? Or does the state- 
ment mean privileged in the sense of ex- 
emption, the charges being such that the 
court could not take cognizance of them? 
We confess here and display our ignorance. 
Let the erudite in law decide the question. 

Whatever the word may mean, the ruling 
is decidedly discouraging to those who seek to 
indemnify themselves in law against damag- 
ing slanders, and might profitably carry with it 
the moral that it were better for the mem- 
bers of the medical profession, like the 
members of all well-regulated families, to 
settle their differences, be they great or 
small, in private, since a suit at law, while 
usually failing to requite the aggrieved 
party, often prejudices plaintiff and defend- 
ant alike in the eyes of the people, who, 
being unable to judge the case upon its 
merits, will look upon it as only a “doc- 
tor’s quarrel” in which the contending 
parties are equally to blame. 

That the surgeon suffered a great wrong 
in the instance above cited seems clear, and 
it is to be hoped that the profession in the 
locality where the outrage was committed 
will, while kindly helping the surgeon to 
repair the damages sustained, see to it that 
the physician is punished according to his 
just deserts. 

A sUBSCRIPTION has been started in 
France for the purpose of erecting a mon- 
ument to the memory of M. Dumas. The 
Paris Faculty of Medicine will take part in 
the movement. If, as has been claimed, he 
was the founder of physiological medicine, 
the monument should be a magnificent one. 
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Correspondence. 


GUN-SHOT FRACTURE TREATED AS A 
SIMPLE FRACTURE. 


Editor Louisville Medical News : 

J. W., aged twenty-five, black male, of 
small stature. On the night of July 12, 
1884, he was shot with a twenty-two caliber 
pistol, being brought to the City Hospital 
next day. ‘The ball entered the right fore- 
arm about four inches below the elbow- 
joint, and taking a course inward and 
slightly upward fractured the radius about 
three inches below the joint and lodged 
under the tendon of the biceps. 

A pledget of cotton dipped in a solution 
of bichloride of mercury was applied to 
the point where the ball entered. ‘The arm 
was dressed with two straight splints. 
Twenty-four hours afterward, the splints 
being removed, the cotton was found firnily 
attached to the wound, and as there had 
been no rise of temperature and very slight 
pain the splints were replaced without dis- 
turbing the cotton covering the wound. 
The patient was carefully watched. He 
suffered but little pain, and the temperature 
remained nearly normal. At the end of a 
week the cotton was removed and a fine 
scab covered the wound. At the end of 
four weeks the use of splints was discon- 
tinued, as perfect union had taken place. 


EwinG MarsuHatt, M.D., 
Resident Physician Louisville City Hospital. 


Soacictics. 
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL OONGRESS. 


Eighth Session—Held at Copenhagen, August roth- 
16th, 1884. From the special cable dis- 
patch of the Philadelphia 
Medical News. 


The eighth session of the International 
Medical Congress ‘has just adjourned, and 
the Organizing Committee, of which Prof. 
P. L. Panum is President, are the recipients 
of general congratulations on the very suc- 
cessful culmination of their efforts. On all 
sides the meeting is pronounced a great 
success. 

On Thursday, the Sections met in the 
morning as usual, and in the afternoon, Sir 
William Gull, of London, on behalf the 
Collective Investigation Committee of the 
British Medical Association, delivered be- 
fore the Congress in general meeting an 
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admirable address on the International Col- 
lective Investigation of Disease. In con- 
clusion, he presented a resolution providing 
for the appointment of an International 
Committee to undertake collectively the 
prosecution of pathological research. It 
was adopted, and the President appointed as 
the American representatives on the com- 
mittee, Dr. Abraham Jacobi, of New York, 
and Dr. Nathan S. Davis, of Chicago. In 
the evening the Corporation of Copenhagen 
gave a grand banquet to twelve hundred 
members of the Congress. Upon its con- 
clusion, the guests were conveyed in boats 
to Tivoli to view the illumination and fire- 
works, which was a superb sight, and fully 
thirty thousand persons were gathered to 
witness it. 

On Friday the General Committee dis- 
cussed the place of next meeting, and after 
carefully considering the various suggestions 
which had been offered, determined to rec- 
ommend to the Congress to accept the invi- 
tation, presented on behalf of the American 
Medical Association, to meet in Washington 
in 1887. 

Professor Tommasi-Crudeli, of Rome, 
gave-a demonstration of malarial germs, and 
exhibited under the microscope a number 
of very good specimens. 

Professor Rudolf Virchow, of Berlin, then 
gave an address on Mataplasia, which was 
in every respect worthy of its dis'inguished 
author, and was received with great ap- 
plause. 

The King of Denmark entertained the 
members of the Congress in the evening, 
ata reception held in the Palace, and the 
occasion was graced by the presence of the 
members of the Royal Family. After a 
handsome collation had been served, the 
King offered a toast to the health of the 
foreign members of the Congress, to which 
Sir William Gull, on their behalf, elegantly 
responded. 

On Saturday morning, the work of the 
Sections, as laid down in the programme, 
was completed, and in the afternoon, in 
general meeting, Prof. P. L. Panum, of 
Copenhagen, delivered an address on In- 
vestigation »of Food-rations for Men in a 
State of Health and of Disease, especially in 
hospitals, infirmaries, and prisons of differ- 
ent countries. Upon its conclusion, upon 
the recommendation of the General Com- 
mittee, the Congress adopted, by an over- 
whelming vote and amid much applause, 
the invitation to hold its next meeting in 
Washington in 1887. 


The formal programme of the Congress 
having now been completed, Dr. John S. 
Billings, of the United States Army, Prof. 
Carl J. Rossander, of Stockholm, Sir Ris- 
don Bennett, of London, and Prof. Virchow, 
of Berlin, in brief speeches, presented, on 
behalf of the foreign members, their best 
thanks for the cordial hospitality with which 
they had been received, and congratulations 
on the very successful termination of the 
session. 

Prof. Panum, in a short address, thanked 
the members for their attendance at the Con- 
gress, and wished them a pleasant journey 
homeward, and long life and happinesss. 
He then declared the session adjourned 
sine die. 

A farewell festival was given in the even- 
ing to the members of the Congress and 
their ladies, at which there was dancing and 
a handsome collation. 

The universal expression of opinion is 
that the scientific aspect of the Congress 
has been good. The programme of work 
done in the Sections was full and included 
the presentation of a large number of valu- 
able papers, and the demonstration of nu- 
merous interesting pathological specimens. 
The Section meetings were well attended 
and the discussions were actively partici- 
pated in. ‘ 

In dispersing to their homes the members 
will carry with them most pleasant recol- 
lections of Danish hospitality and of the 
Copenhagen meeting of the International 
Medical Congress. 


Selections. 


THe RETENTION OF HAIR IN THE AXILLA. 
Evolutionists will be interested in reading 
the following remarks which Dr. A. Wynd- 
ham Martin publishes in the Edinburgh 
Medical Journal for June, 1884: 

The different views held on this subject 
render the question one of great interest to 
the student of science. The only reference 
to the subject made by Darwin, in the “ De- 
scent of Man,” is the following : 

‘¢ That the hair is chiefly retained in the 
male sex on the chest and face, and in both 
sexes at the junction of all four limbs with 
the trunk favors this inference—on the as- 
sumption that the hair was lost before man 
became erect, for the parts which now retain 
most hair would then have been most pro- 
tected from the heat of the sun.” 
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Among many other theories held are the 
following : 

1. That the hair in the arm-pit is intend- 
ed to reduce the friction caused by the 
movements of the arm. 

2. That at the age when the hair makes 
its appearance there is a greater supply of 
blood to the part. 

3. That the increased heat serves to de- 
velop the hair follicles and sebaceous glands 
in greater abundance. 

With regard to No 1, any person on a 
slight examination of his own arm_pit will 
find that there is no friction at the part 
where the htir is most developed. As to 
No. 2, if due to an increased supply of 
blood to the axilla, it should also appear on 
the mammary region in the female—as there 
we see a much greater change in the blood- 
supply at the age of puberty. With regard 
to No. 3, the development of hair on the 
face in the male at about the same ‘age is 
not generally attributed io an increase of 
heat and consequent development of hair 
follicles and sebaceous glands. If it be so 
in the axilla, why should the female lack 
hair on the face, considering that both 
sexes share in the possession of it more or 
less in the axilla? If we examine the sub- 
ject morphologically instead of physiologi- 
cally, we see that the axilla, the inner part 
of the fore limb, corresponds to the groin, 
the inner part of the hind limb. Now the 
presence of hair in the pubic region is suf- 
ficient, by the law of “correlation of growth,” 
to account for the presence of hair in the 
corresponding part of the fore limb, the 
axilla. On examination it will be found to 
bear a fixed ratio to that of the pubes, and 
also to correspond closely in color. Sexual 
selection in primitive man, before he cloth- 
ed himself, is sufficient to account for the 
hair on the pubes. The sexual passion in 
both sexes will be found to be in proportion 
to the development of the pubic hair, and 
the “law of inheritance” will explain its 
persistence.— Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


CLEANSING THE U?reERUS AFTER ABOR- 
TION. —Dr. David Inglis (Am. Jour. Obstet- 
rics) says: 

My experience with intra-uterine injec- 
tions in the cases under consideration has 
been markedly and uniformly favorable. 
By the use of the double tube, the danger 
of any of the injected fluid being forced 
up the fallopian tube is practically none. 
The effect of disinfectant injections in re- 
ducing temperature in cases where constitu- 


tional disturbance had already set in, has 
been unequivocal. In one case in which I 
was called to a patient in whom a portion 
of placenta retained had caused a tempera- 
ture of 105.5°, the drop to 99° within three 
hours after thorough disinfection of the 
uterine cavity gave most distinct evidence 
of the efficacy of the treatment. While I 
have never as yet had any untoward effects 
from the use of intra-uterine injections, it is 
right to add that it would seem that their 
use long-continued (six or seven days) after 
confinement tends to increase the danger of 
late post-partum hemorrh ge. 

In conclusion, I would specially call at- 
tention to flexion of the uterus as a cause 
of retention of the lochiil discharge, and 
thus to ceriain cases of puerperal fever. 
The mention of it at once suggests the rea- 
sonableness of prompt reposition and thor- 
ough cleansing. 


Recoveries FROM INSANITY.—Fifty years 
ago Dr. Samuel B. Woodward, superintend- 
ent of our then only State hospital at Wor- 
cester, after stating that the average per- 
centage of recoveries for that year had 
been fifty-five and three fourths,* proceeds 
to compare this showing with foreign insane 
hospitals He finds in thirteen in Great 
Britain an average of thirty five per cent. 
In five French hospitals forty-three per 
cent, and in four German hospitals thirty- 
one per cent. “Oh! what a falling off is 
there,” we might well say, in looking at our 
present results. Our recoveries have been 
reduced nearly two thirds, while England’s 
have materially increased. 

If we take another comparison, we find, 
according to Dr. Fisher's report (Annual 
reportof the Boston City Lunatic Asylum), 
that the percentage of recoveries at our four 
Sate hospitals for cases of all kinds have 
been six and one half per cent. Dr. Wood- 
ward states that Esquirol for the eight years 
previous to 1834 had a percentage of recov- 
eries on all cases cf twenty-five and one 
fourth, while at the Worcester Hospital for 
four years the proportion of recoveries on 
all cases was thirty-eight and four fifths per 
cent. ; 

These-figures must of course be accepted 
for what they are worth. From any point 
of view they show a falling off in the re- 
covery-rate. If we should, however, take 
other lunatic hospitals, the contrast would 
be less striking. This, for instance, is the 


“This percentage is based on discharges. _It would be 
nearly four per cent less calculated on admissions. 
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case in Scotland, where, according to the 
Commissioners on Lunacy, there is a di- 
minished death-rate, an increase recovery- 
rate, and a smaller increase in incurable 
patients, than in asylums in other countries. 
In England the Lunacy Commissioners 
have said that the increase in fresh cases of 
insanity is not out of proportion to the in- 
crease in population. 

Such statements as these make us throw 
off a little of the deep melancholy into 
which we have been plunged by reading 
some of our State Insane Hospital reports. 
And we even have the courage to assert 
that our observation and reading have led 
fs to the conclusion that at least thirty per 
cent of all cases of insanity admitted into 
lunatic hospitals are discharged recovered. 
Of late years the recovery-rate has risen, 
rather than fallen off.— Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 


POISONING AMONG THE ANCIENIS.—In an 
able article on “ Old and Modern Lore,” 
A. Wynter Blyth, M.R.C.S., (London Med- 
ical Times) says : 

The Asiatic races used poisons more than 
the Northern or Western nations; the an- 
cient practice of the Hindoo widow—self- 
immolation on the burning pile of her hus- 
band—is ascribed to the necessity the Brah- 
mins were under of putting a stop to the 
crime of domestic poisoning. Every little 
conjugal quarrel was liable to be settled by 
this form of secret assassination, but the 
law seems to have effectually stopped the 
practice. The Asiatics knew the properties 
of arsenic, aconite, opium, and various so- 
lanaceous plants, but were not acquainted 
with prussic acid. 

The part that poison has played in his- 
tory is considerable. The pharmaceutical 
knowledge of the ancients is more graph- 
ically and terribly shown in the deaths of 
Socrates, Demosthenes, Hannibal, Cleopa- 
tra, than in the pages of the old writers on 
poisons. In the early part of the Christian 
era, professional poisoners arose, and for a 
long time exercised their trade with impu- 
nity. In A. p. 26 poisoning was so much 
in use as a political engine that Agrippina 
refused to eat of some apples offered to her 
at table by her father-in law, Tiberius. It 
was at this time that the infamous Locusta 
flourished. She is said to have supplied, 
with suitable directions, the poison by 
which Agrippina got rid of Claudius; and 
the same woman was the principal agent in 
the preparation’ of the poison that was ad- 


ministered to Britannicus by order of his 
brother Nero. 

It was the custom of the Romans to drink 
hot water, and as no two men’s tastes are 
alike, great skill was shown by the slaves in 
bringing the water to exactly that degree of 
heat which their respective masters found 
agreeable. 

The children of the Imperial house, with 
others of the great Roman families, sat at 
the banquets at a smaller side-table, while 
their parents reclined at the larger. A slave 
brings hot water to Britannicus, it is too 
hot; Britannicus refuses it. ‘The slave adds 
cold water, and it is this cold water that is 
supposed to have been poisoned; in any 
case, Britannicus had 1.0 sooner drunk of 
it than he lost voice and respiration. Agrip- 
pina, his mother, was struck with terror as 
well as Octavia, his sister. Nero, the au- 
thor of the crime, looks coldly on, saying 
that such fits often happened to him in in- 
fancy without evil result; and after a few 
moments’ silence, the banquet goes on as 
before. If this” were not sudden death 
from heart or brain disease, the poison must 
have been either a cyanide or prussic acid. 

Inthose times no autopsy was possible ; 
although the Alexandrian school, some three 
hundred years before Christ, had dissected 
both the living and the dead, the work of 
Herophilus and Erasistratus had not been 
pursued, the rudiments of human anatomy 
were only known, while as to pathological 
changes and their true interpretation, such 
knowledge had no existence. It was not, 
indeed, until the fifteenth century that the 
popes, silencing ancient scruples, authorized 
dissections; and it was not until the six- 
teenth century that Vesalius, the first great 
anatomist, arose. 

In default of pathological knowledge, the 
ancients attached great importance to mere 
outward marks and discolorations. They 
noted with special attention spots and livid- 
ity, and supposed that poisons singled out 
the heart for some quite peculiar action, 
altering its substance in such a manner that 
it resisted the action of the funeral pyre and 
remained unconsumed. It may, then, fairly 
be presumed that many people must have 
died from poison without suspicion, and 
still more from the sudden effects of latent 
disease, ascribed wrongfully to poisons. 
For example, the death of Alexander the 
Great has been confidently ascribed to poi- 
son, but “ Littré” has fairly proved that the 
great emperor, debilitated by his drinking 
habits, caught a malarious fever in the 
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marshes around Babylon, and died after 
eleven days’ illness. If, added to sudden 
death, the body, from any cause, entered 
into rapid putrefaction, such signs were 
considered by the people absolutely conclu- 
sive of poisoning—this belief prevailed up 
to the middle of the seventeenth century, 
and lingers still among the uneducated at 
the present day. Thus, when Britannicus 
died, an extraordinary lividity spread over 
the face of the corpse, which they attempt- 
ed to conceal by painting the face. When 
Pope Alexander V1 died, probably enough 
from poison, the rapid post-mortem change 
was noted, and considerable stress is laid 
upon it by the historian Guicciardini, but 
we know that such changes are utterly un- 
trustworthy, some poisons indeed, such as 
arsenic, retarding putrefaction. 

An essay might be written, entitled Royal 
Poisoners. Charles le Mauvais; King of 
Navarre, gave a commission of murder to 
Woudreton to poison Charles VI, the Duke 
of Valois, brother of the king, and his un- 
cles the Dukes of Berry, Burgundy, and 
Bourbon; the infamous document is still 
extant; it directs Woudreton to purchase 
sublimed arsenic, to sneak into the kitchen, 
larder, or any where else, and drop the 
powder into the soups or meats. 


Puruisis.—I believe that we shall never 
compass the ‘‘ form” of phthisis until we go 
far deeper into “being” than pathological 
structure can show, or even than deep nerve- 
changes can show pathologically; we can 
not rest short of a molecular vito-chemistry ; 
function is the galvanometer and thermo- 
electric pile of these first, immeasurably 
delicate changes of “ mode.” 

I have seen a case of phthisis get well, 
after and with an out-door life of some 
months on Dartmoor; great numbers of pa- 
tients in early phthisis, and indeed in ad- 
vanced phthisis, come back after taking 
quinine and arsenic and muriatic acid, and 
say that they “feel much better,” “feel quite 
well.” I am often astonished at such state- 
ments. How do they feel better? We are 
compelled to go back beyond pathological 
structure and to recognize that an actual 
“correlation” of “vital energy” has hap- 
pened. 

No fact is better known than that of the 
immense good which results to health from 
what we call “change of air.” Infinitely 
small as are the actual differences of envi- 
ronment involved in the change, yet the po- 
tential influence on health is immense ; and 


it is by the extension of this method, and 
by the extension, through isomeric analo- 
gies, of the established good influences of 
such substances as quinine, arsenic, muria- 
tic acid, etc., when added to the body, that 
we shall be likely to reach the knowledge of 
potential co-ordinators of healthy function 
and growth; but our remedies must be used 
slowly and in harmony with the natural 
rates and processes and changes of healthy 
development. 

On the other side, the almost hermetically 
sealed plastered rooms, in which the poor 
are crowded year after year, and in which 
the wealthier classes pamper the bodies and 
induce phthisis in their children, point tb 
the absence of the full exposure to external 
physical existences as the occasion of the 
decrease of vital energy and for the evolu- 
tion of phthisis. 

These instances of the prevention of 
phthisis, and of its production, are actual 
entrances made into the domain of the cor- 
relation of the inorganic and the organic and 
disease ; and the history of all the sides of 
human knowledge in the past teaches us 
that the largest general truths may at any 
moment open and place before our minds 
the most seemingly infinite and complex 
phenomena as an orderly and easily recog- 
nized and controllable series. 

Bacon says: (a) ‘ but be assured 
that the prolongation of life is a work of 
labor and difficulty and consisting of a great 
number of remedies, and those aptly con- 
nected one with another. For let no man 
be so dull as to believe that a thing which 
has never yet been done can be done now, 
except by means yet unattempted.”— IVi- 
liam Hf, Pearse, M. D., in Medical Press. 


TINNITUS AURIUM DUE TO THE EXCESS- 
IVE USE OF Tosacco.— The recital of my 
personal experience in connection with tin- 
nitus aurium may be of some interest, and 
serve to illustrate in some instances the 
cause of persistent tinnitus aurium, which is 
exceeding obscure. For ten or twelve years 
I have had this condition almost incessantly. 
During this evening it has been unusually 
severe. It does not interfere with my hear- 
ing, which is acute. I have no other trouble 
about the ear. I do not know that I suffer 
from any physical infirmity. I have dis- 
covered the cause of the trouble, and can 
control it. Whether I shall have incessant 
ringing in my ears, and especially the left, 
or not, depends upon myself. I am an i- 
veterate user of tobacco, and have found 
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that the tinnitus is dependent upon my per- 
sistency in the use of the weed in both forms, 
smoking and chewing, smoking perhaps pro- 
ducing the greater effect. In my case it is 
a local trouble. I prefer to bear with the 
noises rather than forego the consolation de- 
rived from the weed. Upon ceasing from 
the use of tobacco the noises in my ear 
cease, but if I again use it, they immediately 
recur.—Dyr. Atwood, in St. Louts Medical and 
Surgical Journal, 


Hepra’s Continuous ‘Tepip - WATER 
Baru.—The continuous tepid -water bath 
occupies a prominent place among the elder 
Hebra’s valuable contributions to general 
therapeutics. ‘This bath consists of a large 
bath-tub, in which an iron frame with trans- 
verse slats is suspended by chains, so that 
the patient may be withdrawn from and re- 
turned to the water by means of a crank. 
The iron frame is covered with a horse-hair 
mattress, and furnished with comfortable 
pillows. The patient, perfectly nude — 
without any surgical dressing whatever—is 
placed in an easy position upon the mat- 
tress, and the bath-tub is filled with water 
of 30-31° C. temperature. A sensation of 
chilliness is usually experienced at this 
period, which is immediately dispelled by 
the rapid elevation of the water’s tempera- 
ture to 38 40° C. The temperature of the 
bath is permanently maintained at this de- 
gree by the continuous renewal of the 
water. A sheet, or other thin covering, 
may be thrown over the patient, and is use- 
ful by reason of its subjective effect. 

The patient remains in the bath, day and 
night, except when withdrawn for the pur- 
pose of evacuation of the rectum or the 
bladder. There is no limit to the period of 
time which may be spent in the bath with- 
out detriment to the general health. Hebra 
has kept patients in the bath for periods of 
nine and ten months. 

From this brief sketch it will be inferred 
that the pathological conditions which indi- 
cate the continuous tepid-water bath, are 
numerous and varied. 

Burns, gangrenous wounds, bed-sores, 
and severe cases of pemphigus are notable 
examples of such conditions. 

The best local treatment for burns — 
especially when a considerable extent of 
surface is involved—is to be found in the 
continuous bath. The terrible pain is re- 
lieved as by magic, psychic disturbance is 
quieted, and the patient frequently falls into 
a refreshing sleep. The intense shirst— 


usually developed during the second stage 
—is slaked, without the imbibition of liquids, 
which are rejected as soon as swallowed. 
Of coirse, in severe burns this method of 
treatment is too frequently of a merely pal- 
liative character; the patient dies in the 
bath just as he does under other methods of 
treatment. : 

When, however, death does not immedi- 
ately follow the burn, we have a method of 
local treatment, at once simple, painless, 
and effective. ‘‘The water protects the 
wound surfaces from contact with the at- 
mospheric air, prevents the decomposition 
of the sphacelus, and favors its separation; 
it makes every dressing and change of dress- 
ing unnecessary, limits the secretion of pus, 
and hastens cicatrization.”’ (Billroth.) 

Gangrenous wounds, especially the “puer- 
peral ulcers” of the vulva and vagina, 
during the puerperium ; bed-sores, from all 
causes, but particularly from spinal injuries, 
are influenced in the most favorable way. 
The patient is spared the distress and fatigue 
of all change of dressing, the wounds re- 
ceive absolute antiseptic attention, and the 
attendants are relieved of much tedious and 
unnecessary labor. 

Dermatologists very generally admit that 
grave cases of pemphigus find the best local 
treatment in Hebra’s continuous bath. The 
pain, itching, and burning sensations of this 
distressing affection are relieved, and com- 
parative ease and comfort gained. In these 
cases the action of simple water is both 
pailiative and curative. 

As at present informed, there is no hos- 
pital in America in which the continuous 
tepid-water bath of Hebra is an accepted 
institution. It is difficult to give a good 
reason for such willful neglect of an inval- 
uable therapeutic resource. The cost of 
construction and maintenance is relatively 
small, so that expense can not be pleaded 
as an extenuating circumstance, 

A hospital, with a maximum capacity of 
ninety beds, has been recently constructed 
in Chicago. It is well endowed. Ten 
thousand dollars, we are told, have been re- 
cently expended upon surgical apparatus, 
and yet a case of universal burn can not 
receive proper attention.— Chicago Medical 
Journal and Examiner. 


Tue NaILs IN Putuisis.—Club nails are 
often seen in other diseases within the thorax 
than phthisis, but far less often than in the 
latter. That what I desire to remark on is, 
that in many of those who eventually pass 
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into phthisis, there exist long preceeding 
types and structural sympathies in the nails, 
thus pointing out to us the deep involve- 
ments of the disease. I have noticed sixty 
of the pre-phthisical and phthisical as hav- 
ing fine almond-shaped nails; besides these, 
some have nails of great length and extreme 
thinness; a smaller proportion have the 
largish rounded nails. I have often noticed 
that the index nails alone are unsymmetrical 
and slightly clubbed. In a very consider- 
able proportion the nails are unduly large. 
It is, I believe, a sign of probable future 
phthisis, where the nails have transverse 
ridges, or where they are unusually thin and 
brittle. A very striking phenomenon is, that 
of the nails being hollow or concave; the 
thumb, index, middle and ring finger-nails 
show this most. I have a number of cases 
recorded, in which this variation of the nails 
showed in families in which phthisis had 
much prevailed; it is frequently atavic to 
phthisis of thelungs. In going around can- 
cer wards, one is struck by the masculine 
physique of the sufferers, their disease seem- 
ing like a natural exuberance of cell evolu- 
tion at certain ages, just as warts are in the 
young ; but in phthisical patients, such phe- 
nomena as we are considering in the nails, 
besides the long series of other associated 
phenomena, seem to show a deficient amount 
of the evolutionary ‘‘ energy” of growth. 
The different members of a family, in suc- 
cessive and the same generation, are units 
of one series; all the varied pre-phthisical 
and phthisical symptoms and signs are ‘“* con- 
tained varieties;” they are all related to a 
common “ form,” and co-related. We may 
deeply seek to know how, for example, Mrs. 
C., aged thirty-five, who is suffering from in- 
sidious pleurisy, and probably early phthisis 
as its cause, and whose children and cousins 
are phthisical, how it is, in the profounder 
anatomical co-relations and vital energy, that 
her thumb, index, middle, and ring finger- 
nails are deeply concaved. —William H.. 
Pearse, M. D., in Medical Press. 


THE THERAPEUTICS OF “ HORIZONTAL Po- 
sition.”—Dr. R. H. Gunning, of Edin- 
burgh, tells us that it is enough to look at 
the veins on the back of the hand or inside 
of the leg, to see the effects of hydrostatic 
pressure. The limbs being perpendicular, 
the veins swell; placed horizontally, they 
become again normal. If so in the limbs 
where the veins have valves, more so in the 
veins where there are no valves, as in the 
lower intestine and in the reproductive 


parts. How easy to prevent varix, varico- 
cele, piles, and leucorrhea, by reclining suf- 
ficiently ; or to develop them by over-stand- 
ing or over-walking. ‘This is what he 
thinks is not sufficiently estimated in books 
nor in practice. Too much is expected 
from local applications or operations of one 
kind or another, and too little is trusted to 
the help of position, or physical law. 

Then we must not forget that the force 
of the heart and general circulation is also 
diminished by the recumbent position. The 
pulse increases in frequency by sitting up, 
and more by standing up.—A/edical and Sur- 
gical Reporter. 


ANOTHER death from “ Rough on Rats” 
is recorded. The victim, a German shoe- 
maker, of Newark, N. J., took the poison 
for self destruction. 


ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE, 

OrFiciAL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart- 
ment, United States Army, from August 10, 1884, 
to August 16, 1884. 

Barthelf, J. H..,Captain and Assistant Surgeon, 
relieved from duty at Vancouver Bks., Washington 
Territory, and ordered to take station at Portland, 
Oregon. (Par.1, 5.0. 114, Hdqrs. D. of Col, Aug. 
1, 1884.) Heizmann, C. L., Captain and Assistant 
Surgeon, ordered to proceed to Fort Ontario, N. 
Y., and report for duty. (Par. 3, 5. O. 163, Hdqrs. 
D. of East, Aug. 13, 1884.) Ane, John /., Cap- 
tain and Assistant Surgeon, granted leave of ab- 
sence for one month. (Par. 1, 5S. O. 160, Hdars. 
of East, Aug. 10, 1884.) 


OrriciaL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart- 
ment, United States Army, from August 17, 1884, 
to August 23, 1884. 

Crampton, Louis W., Captain and Assistant- 
Surgeon, to report at Creedmoor, L. I., N. Y., not 
later than August 30th, as competitor; and, in 
addition thereto, as medical officer of the detach- 
ment of competitors. (S.O. 41, Division of the 
Atlantic, August 20, 1884,) Cochran, J. /., First 
Lieutenant and Ass-istant-Surgeon, assigned to 
duty at the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal. (5.0. 
81, Division of the Pacific, August 16, 1884.) 
Birmingham, H, P., First-Lieutenant and Assistant- 
Surgeon, granted one month leave of absence. 
(S. O. 162, Department of the Missouri, August 12, 
1884.) Wilson, Geo. F., First-\ ieutenant and As- 
sistant-Surgeon, relieved from duty at Fort Walla- 
Walla, Washington Territory. and to take station at 
Vancouver Barracks, Washington Territory. (5.0. 
120, Department of the Columbia, August 13, 
1884.) Fisher, W. W. R., First-Lieutenant and 
Assistant-Surgeon, when relieved by Assistant- 
Surgeon Cochran, to report in person to com- 
manding General Department of Arizona, for as- 
signment to duty in that department. (5. O. 81, 
C. S., Division of the Vacific.) Woodward, J.J+ 
Major and Surgeon, died August 17, 1884. 
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